
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



186 Life in a Frontier Fort During Indian War. 



LIFE IN A FRONTIER FORT DURING THE 
INDIAN WAR. 

The following diary of Capt. Jacob Morgan, for 
the month of April, 1758, while in command of one of 
the forts in that cordon of blockhouses erected in the 
Indian war for the protection of the frontiers along the 
line of the Blue Mountains from the Delaware to the 
Susquehanna, gives some idea of the daily life in a 
frontier fort. He was born in Wales in 1716, and emi- 
grated with his father, some time prior to 1730, to Penn- 
sylvania, and first settled on French Creek in the 
Schuylkill Valley and finally in Caernarvon township, 
Berks county. During the French and Indian War he 
served as a captain in the Provincial service, and at the 
outbreak of the Revolution he became prominent, and 
June, 1776, represented Berks county in the Provincial 
Conference, and in July following, in the Constitutional 
Convention. As a justice of the County Courts he 
served for the years 1768, 1769, 1772, and 1774-1777. 
He died at Morgantown (which he laid out about 1770), 
November 11, 1792. 

April 1, 1758. — Corpl. Geo. Lindmood and a party of 
men whom I had sent on a message to Fort Henry, 
returned reporting that they had been and lodged 
there the preceeding nigbt, but on their way dis- 
covered nothing of the enemy. 

April 2. — Ensign David Harry and Sergeant Smith 
sent to the Blockhouse garrison at or near the 
frontiers Easton where Lieut. Samuel Humphreys is 
stationed, returned in company with Sergt. Edmund 
Matthews. 
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April 3. — Sent Evan Price, as corporal, and a party on 
a scout up Bohandoe creek and among the Waste 
Plantations, who returned reporting nothing remark- 
able. 

Sent Corpl Philip Keplinger with two of my late en- 
listed men to be sworn before a Justice of the Peace 
at Eeading. 

April 4. — Corporal Marks and a party of Capt. Chris- 
tain Busse's men came here on a command from Fort 
Henry and then returned homewards. 

April 5. — Sent Sergt. E. Matthews and a party on a 
scout to Thomas Everet's plantation in Allemengel.* 

April 6. — The said sergeant and party returned, report- 
ing that they had lodged at Everet's, but discovered 
nothing of the enemy, also Corpl Philip Keplinger 
and his party returned from Reading. 

April 7. — Sent my son with journal and muster roll of 
my company for March to the house of Col. James 
Burd at Lancaster. 

April 8. — Sent Ensign Harry and a party on a scout to 
North Kiln, and myself took another party up 
Bohandoe creek and discovered nothing of the enemy. 
Did what was necessary in keeping guard at the fort. 

April 9. — Ensign Harry and party returned, had lodged 
at house of Nicholas Long at North Kiln, where he 
took in writing the following account of murder done 
and persons taken by Indians : 

On the 5th inst in Tolpehocken township, a man named 
— Levergood was killed; on 6th, Nicholas Kauker's 
wife killed and two of their children carried off; on 



* This district, now in Lynn township, Lehigh county, settled by 
Germans prior to 1735, suffered much from Indian maurands. On 
February 14, 1756, two children of John G. Zeisloff were murdered and 
a third taken prisoner, and a month later, the rest of the family, while 
preparing to flee to a place of safety, were set upon by the savages, and 
he, his wife and four children killed. During the same month 42 men, 
women and children fled to Bethlehem. 
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7th, William Teedsler's wife and Martin Trechter of 
Bethel township killed. 

On returning he ranged down along the southwest side 
of the Blue Mountain, below the Gap, thence up to 
and crossing the Schuylkill below the mouth of the 
Tamaqua, but discovered no signs of Indian tracks. 

April 10. — On account of report, early this morning I 
sent Sergeant Matthews and 21 men, with provisions 
for three days, on a scout up Schuylkill to the Gap 
of the Second Mountain and then to follow along the 
mountain, north side, to Swatara Gap. 

April 11. — Sent Sergt Bobert Smith and party on a 
scout so far as plantation of Peter Bhodamile, in 
Windsor township, the rest guarding the fort. In 
the evening Sergeant Smith returned and reported 
seeing nothing of the enemy. My son returned from 
Lancaster. A small party from Fort Henry came 
here on a message. 

April 12. — Mr. John Evans and I set off for Beading 
to obtain supplies for the company; took with me a 
party to scout below the mountain, leaving Ensign 
Harry in command of the fort. Sergeant Matthews 
and party returned. He had been up the Schuylkill 
to the Gap of the Second Mountain, where they 
crossed, and from an old Indian encampment, pro- 
ceeded to the western branch of the Schuylkill and 
there encamped. Next morning came to Swatara 
Gap, where they saw Indian and horses tracks, but no 
Indians. From thence went up Little Swatara to its 
head, to one Shepler's settlement, where they stayed 
overnight. The next morning having run out of pro- 
visions returned to the fort, without discovering any 
more of the enemy. 

Corporal Keplinger and party who this morning went 
with me below the mountain reported, that as some 
of the inhabitants on the frontiers of Windsor town- 
ship were much exposed to the barbarities of the 
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enemy, I ordered Ensign Harry to send a party next 
morning to guard and encourage them. 

April 13. — The ensign accordingly sent down and 
further reported to me, that the same day some of 
Capt. Nicholas Wetterhold's* men brought to the 
fort, on his Majesty's service, letters to be forwarded 
to Fort Henry, and Sergeant Matthews and party 
were sent to convey the same. Exercised the men at 
arms, duly guarding the fort. 

April 14. — Mr. John Evans and I returned to the fort 
from Beading, found all well. 

April 15. — I took a party and ranged down Bohandoe 
Creek to where it empties into the Schuylkill, without 
seeing anything of the enemy. 

Sergeant Matthews and party returned reporting that 
they lodged at Fort Henry where they delivered the 
letters. 

April 16. — I took Sergeant Smith and a party on a scout 
to North Kiln ; returned to the fort, not having dis- 
covered anything of the enemy. 

April 17. — Sent Corpl Evan Price and a party to guard 
a wagon to one of the Waste Plantations up the 
Schuylkill, who returned in the evening. 

April 18. — Sent Corporal Keplinger and a party to 
Windsor township to meet and escort a wagon with 
provisions to the fort. 

April 19. — Sent a party to escort said wagon returning 
below the mountain, who reported nothing remark- 
able. 

At the earnest request of certain substantial inhabit- 
ants of Windsor on the frontiers under the moun- 
tain, saying that it was thought Indians were skulking 
about or upon said mountain, I sent Corporal Kep- 
linger and a party to discover the enemy and to guard 
those and other exposed families. 

* John Nicholas Wetterhold commissioned Captain, First Pennsylvania 
Regiment, December 21, 1755. 
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April 20. — Sent by some of my men letters to Fort 
Henry. Exercised the rest of the men at arms. 

April 21. — Sent Sergeant Smith and a party on com- 
mand to Windsor township; they returned reporting 
nothing significant. 

Also the men sent to Fort Henry returned; reported 
they had delivered the letters. 

April 22. — Sergeant Matthews and a party sent on a 
scout up Bear Creek and to the branches of the 
Swatara, who returned in the afternoon and reported 
they had discovered nothing of the enemy. Corporal 
Keplinger and party who on 19th inst were ordered 
to Windsor frontiers returned. They had ranged on 
and below the mountain and among the exposed 
settlements, but found no certain traces of the enemy. 

April 23. — Sent Sergeant Smith with a party to range 
to the plantation of Matthias Waggoner on the 
frontier of Berne township, where meeting Lieut.- 
Adjut. Jacob Kern intending to come to fort, re- 
turned accompanied by him. 

April 24-25. — The Adjutant exercised my company 
under arms, and next day set off to Beading, accom- 
panied by Sergeant Matthews and a few of my men 
to below the mountain. 

Sent Ensign Harry and a party on a scout and com- 
mand to Fort Henry; likewise Corporal Lindemood 
and a small party to Lieut. Samuel Humphreys at his 
stationed garrison near Lehoy Creek. 

April 27. — Being out of flour, I sent a party to the in- 
habitants below the mountains to get a supply for the 
company. Some returned by evening, the others 
stayed to get the grain ground. 

April 28. — Ensign Harry and party returned in the 
evening, reported that on the night of the 26th they 
remained at Fort Henry and learned nothing about 
the enemy. 
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April 29. — Rain. Lieutenant Humphreys and George 
Moyer, one of my company with Corporal Linde- 
mood and the rest of the men who went with him, re- 
turned to the fort. 

April 30. — Lieut. Humphreys and Sergeant Smith, with 
some of my men helow the mountain, went on busi- 
ness to Reading to procure necessaries for the com- 
pany. 



